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Greetings Friends of Little Tree Huggers!

As you may have gathered over the years, sustainability is something we are passionate about!  Since our founding, we recognized that we needed to take innovative steps to reduce energy usage and promote sustainability.  Little Tree Huggers Preschool (LTH) and the LTH environmental curriculum was our first contribution.  However, we also knew that we needed to do more to set the example, so our next step was the installation of a geothermal heating and cooling system, along with an extensive solar array as early as 2016!  We then sought out like-minded businesses and community leaders to partner with and that search led us to the Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce, which had been sponsoring a Green Business Challenge since 2009.  LTH was a Loudoun Sustainable Business Challenge Platinum Award Winner in 2016 and in 2017 we received the County’s top award:  the Loudoun Sustainable Business Excellence Award!  As more and more families and businesses became interested in what we were doing, we saw the need for a broader platform and that led to the formation of the Virginia Green Initiative in 2018. 

The Virginia Green initiative (VGI) https://www.vgi.green is a statewide initiative to encourage and promote a healthy and sustainable quality of life for all Virginians.  We assist businesses to improve and become more sustainable and recognize their efforts to use sustainable best practices to positively impact their bottom lines!  All jurisdictions in Virginia are encouraged to be a part of this movement.  As a first step, businesses are encouraged to participate in a friendly competition known as the Virginia Green Business Challenge.  The “Challenge” is designed to encourage and recognize specific environmental policies and practices that not only reduce carbon emissions but can also save businesses money!

If you own a business or work for one, please consider taking the challenge: 

https://www.vgi.green/green-business-challenge/ 

Any commercial or home-based organization whose operations reside in Virginia is eligible to take the challenge and compete for this award.  You can earn points in each of six categories.  Awards are based on the number of points earned.  A committee of VGI business owners judges the scorecard.  Achievement awards levels are Certified Green Business, Silver Green Business, Gold Green Business and, Platinum Green Business.  

Our only other request is that you let us know you have taken the challenge so we can help track it!

VGI Vision:  To be THE driving force and trusted resource for sustainability expertise and advocacy in Virginia.
 
VGI Mission:  To motivate Virginians to embrace all facets of sustainability at home and work.

Benefits for Your Business
· Increase Your Bottom Line with Energy and Cost Savings
· Reduce Carbon Emissions
· Recognition and leadership in the community
· Attract New Prospective Employees and Customers by Being a Green Business
· Increase Employees Moral and Retention
· Earn Great Publicity through Press Releases and Gain Advantage over Competitors
Are you interested in protecting our planet? Increasing your net profit?  Take the Virginia Green Initiative’s Green Business Challenge today!  

https://www.vgi.green/green-business-challenge/

The Virginia Green initiative is the driving force and trusted resource for sustainability expertise and advocacy in Virginia.  We assist businesses to improve and become more sustainable and recognize their efforts to use sustainable best practices to positively impact their bottom lines!
Go Green to Save Green!
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